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From among a number of instances that we have met,
an illustration of educational and vocational misplacing
made because of lack of appreciation of this type of
defect is cited.

Case 26. Melvin W., 15 years old, was American
born, of foreign parentage. He had attended public
school from his sixth year, but had been such an extreme
truant that three times he had been committed to a
school for such offenders. Both there and at another
correctional institution where he was held for some time
the main emphasis is placed on manual training, al-
though the usual school subjects are also taught.

The findings on psychological tests in this case were
very striking because of the discrepancy between results
on tests for constructive ability, as shown in the handling
of concrete material, and on those involving abstractions.
We must take into consideration the unusual amount of
training along motor lines which Melvin had received.
In spite of the months spent in shop work, the boy could
not perform well any test with concrete material that
required perception of relationships or needed any in-
dependent-thinking or judgment. He had learned to do
certain simple tasks through imitation; given the parts
which were to make an object, the model of which was
before him, he succeeded; that is, he could copy from
the model the steps required, but where the purpose was
stated and he himself had to find the method to achieve
the end, he was a dismal failure. Simple construction
tests frequently done by normal eight-year-old children
proved too difficult for him. He solved them only by
random methods, showing not the slightest comprehension
of the problems as such; he did not profit by his own
mistakes, but kept repeating them, with slight apper-
ceptions in the face of this kind of situation. He was
extremely awkward in the use of his hands, demonstrating